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1 755 * was Mr. Hanan" s Ka that the 
Author of the following | diſcourſe thould | 
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Na death, ant that they might be addreſſed i 5 b Gi 


| a plain practical manner. The preacher had 


g no other end in view, on this occaſion, 


than that to which the labors of the deceaſed 


bo were ever ann n of his Cons. 


| gregation. | 
When requeſted to print the diſcourſe, he 


declined. it, from an apprehenſion that it 


_ contained nothing worthy of public dotice 3. 


and he at length complied, merely to gratify 
the worthy friends of the deceaſed. A cir- 


cumſtance which he truſts will ſecure him 
the candour of any other readers into whoſe | 


hands it may fall. To ſuch perſons, he 


5 hope the brief account which he has = 
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INCE my firſt knowledge of the diſſenting 
churches, in the county of Suffolk, I have 


been accuſtomed to conſider. that which is planted 
in this village amongſt the moſt highly favored. 
The piety, learning, and long experience, 


your late beloved paſtor, joined with the boſpi- 8 


tality, and primitive ſimplicity, of bis heafers, 
have led me to reckon the time I have ſpeht here, 
fome of the pleaſanteſt hours of my life.— This is 
our firſt ſorrowful interview. And truly, the 
' Lond, hath now © covered the daughter of Zion 
- with, a cloud ! her gates are deſolate, her prieſts 
* ſigh, her virgins are afflicted, and ſhe is in 
"« * bitterneſs o 12 On this ſad occaflon, 1 would 
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; — 0 tears with yours.  Moyrn we may ; 

i Jnaus we wept þ at e the grave * . it cannot 
be unlawful for us therefore to drop a tear at the 
ſepulchre of one of the ableſt of thoſe who have 

been engaged in the chriſtian miniſtry. . Yet, let 

us beware of immoderate grief, and for this end, | 

| _ recollect our conſolation. 

I The ſubje@&,whigh, has been recommer a Fd 

me on this v6caſion; 1s adiiitably kdapted to 0 = 

comfort, whether we look back on the _ . 
and labors of our wan friend, or forward into 

„ and"confider” Wie Tow . 
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2 have fough * ts got a fight, 7 bave Faiſhed þ my —jð— 3 

Oy © bave eps the faith, Henceforth there is laid wpfor A. 
7 mew crown of righteouſneſs, which the Loxp, the J 

oY righteous Judge, ſhall give me at that day ; and nor 

mJ t me "oh, but ts all them . that l 1 ? pe bis ö 
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Taten words were written by 12 7 1 e 

n the near view of a violent death. h the fore- | 
Y 0 verſe he thus expreſſes himfelf: Tan now - 
© ready to br offertd, and the tinie of my departure is at 
"hand. At this awful period, far from manifeſting ; 


| any forrow on account o A had 
NE . taken 


, . I. T + 2 
* 
* 


Ls : 


| 8 1 . rs, and 

ſufferings yielded bim abundant ſatisfaction. Nei- 
ther was he intimidated at the approach of the 
ſevere trial wich; was yet before him. Let Nero 
exetciſe the cruelty of his-narure; and the power 

bol his ſtation to the utmoſt; let him treat his pri- 
ſoner as he pleaſe, ſtill Paul maintains the cauſe 


had ſupported it with ſo much firmneſb, and with 
mis laſt breath endeavours to rouze up the zeal 
ep of thoſe who were embarked in it, that ſa-after 
| his deceaſe it might not languiſh. With how 
much ſolemnity does he addreſs his ſon Timothy 

on this ſubje& at the beginning of this chapter! 

- Tf charge thee before God, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and "dead at 

bis appearing, and his kingdom; preath 'the word, 

be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; reprove, re- 
vue, exbort with a long ſuffering and dorine, 
He renews this ſolemn charge at the gth verſe. 


of CurisT to be 2 good one; he glories that he 5 


Watch thou in all things, endure affiifions, do the _ 


wort of an evangeliſt, make full proof ef thy mi- 
niſtry. To enforce theſe exhortations, St. Paul 


declares, in my text, what his own: conduct had 


been; the fatisfation, which a review-of ic-at- 

forded him in the laſſ hours of his lifes and his ex- 

pectation of a reward which would amply re- 

compence all his ſufferings. I bave fought a'good 

”— _ fight, I have finiſhed my courſe," I have kept"'the 

©, es: nn n . 
| B 2 of 


=. dee which the Lord the INI 
Hall give ime at that day, and not to me only, but to © 
ell them alſo that love his appearing. The language 
_ . is. metaphorical; and manifeſtiy alludes't to "hs | 
ONE games nen wi lebrated in 
On: 7 2h . 92 
1K. jar” Pall: abs e e % 
| i To the Apoſtle's review of 8 * az 
ſeſſion and conduct. 7 have. fought-a good fight. 
I 4 have finiſhed my courſe. I have kept the faith. 
| II. To. the confident expectation entertained. by : 
5 we eee reward.  Henceforth is 1 
t me 4 crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
. the en, W. will Io unto me in RO 5 9: 7 


alt. To the Wee been to ol "rH Faich- . 


ful ſervants of the Lond Jesus CarrsT to ex- 
e the ſame honors. ATi to mo enhy, 1 | 
4 en "oe bis OG.” r 


. 85 1 W +8 


hs Let dd: to 9 Apoite's « account cf bi 
religious profeſſion and conduct. In the + 
iſt. Place, he declares; that be bad ee 5 
1 fight. The character of a chriſtian, by 
whomſoever it is ſupported, is that of a warrior. 
The firſt preachers of the Goſpel, and the 
Apoſtles in particular, were oppoſed with pecu- 
lar violence, which occaſioned Paul to ſay, / 
"that: that * * me We the Apoſtles _ 85 


4 il appt gr att bs ee N 


ſpectacle unto the world, and unto angels, and unte ES 
men. The chriſtian miniſtry was ſer before him 


"the 2 _ 5. 


immediately after his converſion, as an employ» 


ment expoling him to great ſufferings.” Acts ix. 


16. 1 will bet bim how great things be muſt ſuffer 


for my name's | ſake.” Great things indeed! The 


Jews conſidered him as an apoſtate from the an- 


Tcient religion of his ſathers, and where ever he N 
went, their cruelty diſcovered itſelf: they threat- 


ened, reproached, accuſed, purſued him into 
courts of law, and clamored for his execution is 


a2 malefactor. The Gentiles (to whoſe inſtruction 


he chiefly devoted himſelf) entertained too much 


of the ſame ſpirit, Their prieſts were enraged to 
Fe fee the people following him ; their philoſophers | | 

were mortified at the contempt into which their 
boaſted wiſdom was falling, and both exerted | 


_ their influence to ſtop the progreſs of the new 
ſuperſtition, Magiſtrates employed their autho- 
rity, ſometimes driving bim from their cities, 


| ſometimes commirting him to lothſome priſons, : | 
putting him in irons, ſcourging him, ſetting his 


feet in the ſtocks; and forbidding "mo to 5 8 
"wy more in the name of Jzsvs. - ' |. | 
In a word, the Hory Grosr thok reſtifi x 


That in every city, bonds and impriſonment 


<« awaited him.“ But undaunted by the oppoſi- 
tion with which he had to contend, he could ſay, 


Mae of theſe things move me, neither count 1 my 
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be. 
| paſſuges ®, bode 3 eee 
tte games of the ancients, Was a principal object 
of cke public attention. The ground was marked 
out with great exactneſs, and certain rules laid 


{nels ; a 3 ih re = 
re eternal happineſs of mankind 


are —. — 3 ot to Wen be I 


1 de, and; love; - With: 0 en e FO xi 
chriſtian: hero, therefore, he entered the liſts with 
Den r. and a more tha 2 e - 
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down for the obſervance of the racers. In like 


manner, here is a courſe marked out ee 
followers of Jzsus: the way of Gob's command- = 
ments. .'Thas is called be Nace which 1 fot = 


Kefore ue, viz. in the ſacred writings, eſpecially 
in thoſe parts of them which record the hiſtory. 


jo our Saviour's life; On this courſe our _ 


ered at we time of his cant e and wen 


2 73 5 : 1 4555 wt £7 1 wh 5 £5 . 1 Ps Pe BY 


Ck - x . x 
; 1 ” ® — * > } af OF \ £3 V+ "aA * 
* Ces WER 7 - i ' 1 „ * 
* t 0?" OOO OE 44 8 DT R 8 
5 l RON SO or KS WE I PM 6 7-4 bs . 


N „ x 


le —— 3 
: Mdokd e diver muell later, he cane not a 
White behind the very chiefeſt of the apoſtles. 


This id the seceunt which he gives of himſelf. 
 ®Þcherefors ſo ton, not as uncertainly; fo fight 
5 5 wH, not as one that beaterh"the air: Bur 1 keep 


under my body, and bring it into ſubjection, 

„ leſt by any means when I have preached! to 
** others, I inyfelf ſhould-be # caſl- away This 

Au ulicituce continued wick him to the very laſt, 
till be cbuld ſay, „ baut finiſbed my chu 
. e) un ne had arrived at the period of his 


| rarthly'exiſttace; for the chriſtian's race only 


termitates with his life; He ona} runs 8 * 

Sie _ mult endure ro rhe M. 

_ © 4, The- apoftle adds; Me- FO! 1 lp 
11 held faſt his principles and he ſubmitred to 
their influence H beld them fat. In one of 

tze apoſtles we find ſomething of a times ſerving 

ſpirit. Peter was nor ſufficiently firm im oppoſ- 


ing che unreaſonable prejutlices of the Jens. 
To ingratiate himſelf with them, he gave too 
much cbuntenance to the ancient and now ihvi- 3 


dious diſtinctions, between the circumciſion and 


tte uncircumciſion; diſtinctions ſubverſive of 


that equal liberty, and ſincere affection, which it 
is a very leading object of the goſpel to eſtablim 
amongit its profeſſors. But Paul withſtood im 

o the face, becauſe he was to be blamed “ And 


* 04e H. 11. fn 


8 
$f 


when 


ie, ; rudiments of the world, and not after CnRISsT.“ 


hls” falſe nden att REY to revive. th 
obſervance of certain Jewiſh, ceremonies, be 054M 
not give place to them by ſubjettion, no not for an 
Sour, that the truth of the goſpel might 1 


As in theſe, ſo in every other - inſtance, our 


apoſtle maintained the truth free from all cor- 
kruption. We find him, moreover, n w 


| tze diſciples to an imitation of his example = 


in this reſpect. Admonitions ſuch as theſe are 
to be found in all his epiſtles. Stand faſt in 
K, liberty wherewith CaxrsT: bath made us 
« free”—*<, contend earneſtly for the faith once 
40 delivered to the ſaints” —< ſtrive together for 
by Wh op faith of the goſpel take heed that no 

© man-ſpoil- you. through phi oſoph 
oe EY -after the tradition: of. men, after the 


Sr © —As ye have received Cyrtsr Jesus the Ln, 
ee ſo walk in him: Rooted and built up in him, 
« and. ſtabliſhed in the r FR: have deen 
A i 

Thus St. Paul Fs the faith: : . was es 


5 1 his principles as a Chriſtian. Nor was he leſs - 


anxious to abound in the excellent fruits which a 
. and living faith will not fail to produce. 
Ille contended for the faith of the goſpel not a5 
60 of ſpeculative principles, but as a doctrin 
n to ae leading to all ROY work: 


e 


hy, and vain 1 


1 > 
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ofthe Faithful „ee, 99% 


10 bim we behold faith working by lv, puri- „ 50 
Hing «the 2 _ ere. NG all _ — 
1 i 1% wk ns al 1 
: ce as . account 3 the „ 

: couriige, perſeverance, and faithful adherence to 
his principles, which were ſo eminently diſplayed 
by the Apoſtle: Paul; I doubt not, it will be 
ſufficient to produce in you, an admiration of a 
character ſo great and noble. But ſhall we reſt 
_ fatisfied here? To admire a great character is the *' 
| leaſt we can do. Brethren; we are required to 
imitate. The accounts which are recorded of 
his heroiſm, ſhould animate us to follow him 
through the holy war. We profeſs an attachment 
to the ſame glotious cauſe let us look to him 
that we may learn how we: ought to maintain it. 
Thanks be to God, our zeal is not likely to be 
tried in the ſame manner as was his We have 
nothing to fear from priſons, ſwords, or any en- 
gine of torture. Yet are we ſtill expoſed by our 
chriſtian profeſſion to a multitude of dangers. * 
The world is by no means friendly to us on the 
contrary, the gains, pleaſures, honors, And in- 
00 thereof will be found in confederacßỹß 
againſt us. Satan likewiſe is a crafty experienced _ 
. foe ;: and what renders his devices the more dan- 
gerous is, that they are ſo well adapted to our _ 
natural inclinations and wicked propenſi ies. 
In ſuch a ſituation it will be ſerviceable to us 
to turn our eyes to the example ſet before us in 


40 


content with an inferior degree of courage, and 
i conftancy- cy? The cauſe is as good as ever; as 
important to our happineſs as to his, 4 8 0 | 
Ry motives to ſupport it equally ſtrong. 5 
I the Goſpel were a cunningly Leute fable; . 


0 F if; its author were an impoſtor, its doctrines 


flulſe, its commands unreaſonable, or-its promiſes 
fallacious, we ſhould have reaſon to be aſhamed 


pol its to be the advocates of ſuch a cauſe, would 


. inglorious. But when we profeſs to believe 


that the Goſpel is a ſyſtem of em. ae 
perfection of wiſdom, the ſureſt jon of 
Preſent, future, and eternal ere to be 


languid in our attachment to it, or luke-warm 


in our zeal for it, would bring upon n 
_ raters, ſeyere and deſerved reproa c. 

Such was not the caſe with that e 
vant of Gop, whom you have ſo long been ac- 


cCeuſtomed to ſee in this pulpit. Hie caught the 


fire, and glowed with the zeal of the great 
_ . Apoſtle. Like him, may it truly be ſaid, he 


| Fought a good fight; and kept the faith; Like 


bim he has now finiſhed his courſe, and is gone 
1 receive . . wurdet | 


— 3 
the Apoſtle mentions as the object of his joy- 
ful * Ee here ts is "laid up for 

| me 


the great day. 


I. The reward expected by him was & crews, 185 
It cannot be doubted, but there is an alluſion 1 
here to the cuſtom of the ancients in animating 
tte bravery of their ſoldiers by certain honorary 
_ rewards, and particularly by the beſtowment of 
_ crowns, which ſometimes conſiſted of flowers, 
| ſometimes of laurel, and ſometimes even of filver 
and gold. Perſons who were ſo happy as to re- 
ceive them, were allowed to wear them on pub- 0 
lic occaſions, and were ſure to meet with general 
_ eſteem and applauſe, Henceforth, ſays our 
Apoſtle, there is laid up for me a crown, I 
have long been toiling and fighting, but the 
_ is almoſt at an end, and my reward is 


I have been long accuſtomed to reproach, 


1 1 thall ſoon be raiſed to honor, and ſhall receive 
the promiſed crown. It is /aid up in heaven, 
where it is well /ecured, and I ſee it there laid up 
Fer ux: A crown of ſuch ſuperior luſtre and i in- 

trinſie value, that the diadem of the loftieſt mo- 

narch i is not be compared with it. i For „ 


4. It is a crown of righteouſneſs. 


In the. ſacred writings, this final recompence 
| ofthe faithful chriſtian i is ſpoken of in a variety 
; C HOSE of 


ma ed F | Hake which the Lo * the 5 
righteous judge will give unto me in that dg. 
The reward expected was a crown —a crown of . 
_ righteouſneſs delivered from the hands of > 
Cnsisr the righteous e beſtowed 1 in 
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5 of language. It is called a crown of glory, to 


1 o 


* Wo, 


ſignify its dazzling luſtre. A crown of life, to 


expreſs the long duration of their honor and feli- 
city, who ſhall receive it. Whereas, earthly di- 


adems fade, and thoſe that wear them are mortal, 
and muſt ſoon reſign them to their ſucceſſors; 
this ſhall never fade away, but ſhall ſecure 5 

| them that poſſeſs i it, life and immortalit y. 


In my text, it is called a crown of righteouſneſs, | 


eh both becauſe it is the reward of righteouſneſs, 
and becauſe it conſiſts in being advanced to a 
ſtate of perfect righteouſneſs —None but righte- 
. - ous perſons can obtain this reward. Earthly ho- 


nors are not unfrequently poſſeſſed by the baſeſt 


of mankind. But this, nothing that defileth, or 


that worketh abomination, or that maketh a lie, 


can ever obtain. Indeed, the reward itſelf con- 
fiſts in a perfection of holineſs. They all walt 


with me in white, ſaith the Redeemer, for they 


are worthy *, Hence that triumplrof the Plalmiſt, 
'T ſhall behold thy face in righteouſneſs, 1 fall bs | 
| Jarioyed when I awake with thy likensſs . 


3. To enhance the value of this crown, S. 
Paul ſpeaks of receiving it at the hands of Crip. i 
The rewards of ſignal merit, among the ancients, 


were always beſtowed by perſons of diſtinguiſhed 


eminence; the general of an army, the ſovereign 
. or one of high rank 1 in the, common 


hoe, * Rev. ad Wh 125 rh xeli. 5. 


* the Kickin Minifer. _— 13 


1 wealth. But, ſays the Apoſtle, I ſhall not re · 
ceive my reward from the hands of a fellow- 
creature, however dignified, or from the higheſt 


angel in heaven, but from Tat Lonp himſelf, 


who has witneſſed all my courage and zeal, Who 
has attended me through my whole courſe of ſuf- 
fering. From him, who is the Lonp of angels, 
e final judge of the univerſe, unto whom a 
judgment is committed. From the Loxp the 
' RIGHTEOUS judge, who is intimately acquainted 
with every character, and whoſe judgment is 


according to truth. From him whoſe hands add 
dignity to every gift, and whoſe favor is life. 
| 4. The Apoſtle mentions another circumſtance 


| which adds a value to the expected reward; viz, 

the time of its beſtowment.—-The crown which 
the Logo the righteous judge will give me at 
that day. What day: That day for which 
« all other days were made.” That day when all 
nations will be gathered together! That day 


when the dead, ſmall and great, ſhall ſtand be- 


fore Gop i Were they eſteemed happy who were 
diſtinguiſhed by the moſt flattering marks of 


honor amongſt the ancients, in the field of bat- 


_ tle, in the temple, or in the ſenate? Was it the . 
pride and joy of the hero to receive his crown in 


the midſt of an applauding multitude? Infinitely 


| e will be his Wa ed reward will | 
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= put on immortality, and death will be ſwallowed 
up in victory. Then the people of Gop, in their 
| hn non mon wil be SIE to the 18 4 . 


ths tende and procur che con un 


tion and efteem of the general 23 and 


church of WET firſt born, we names are ' written 


bot though the laft, the lies deciſive Aa. 


ſpoken of as that on which our Apoſtle was to 
receive his crown, are we to ſuppoſe that he is 
without honor until that day arrive? Is it to be 

thought that he is at this inſtant in an unconſcious 
ſtate? He himſelf expected that when ab/ent 


from the body, be ſhould be priſent with the Lord . 


That when he departed hence, it was 1 be with 


Chrift T. And he encouraged all good / men to 


entertain the fame expectation. Nor can we we 


poſe hitn, in an affair of ſuch moment, to be 
« miſtaken,” without invalidating the truth of 


that promiſe made by Cuntsr to his Apoſtles, 
When he the ſpirit of truth is come, he fall ad | 
von into all truth . | 


Death brings a part of the happineſs al ge. 


ward of the righteous; the day of judgment 


completes it. Till that day, the ſoul exiſts in a 
ſtate of ſeparation from the body: but then this 
corruptible will put on incorruption, this mortal 


V. 2 Oor V. 8. : + Phil en. 2 2 Joh n 13. ; 
| e 5 
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dignities. . we my tir | 


| OY OOO” Ry why am now | 


m. To aner os eee OW 5 is ; held 
but in my text to all the friends , of the Re- 
_ - ,deemer to expect a ſhare in theſe: honors, 
That crown of righteouſneſs, ſays the Apoſtle, 

7 the righteous judge ſhall give nor To ME ONLY, 


Aut unto ALL them alſo that love his appearmy. - 


In the public exerciſes to which the Apoſtle al- 


ludes, there could be but one victor. Many | 
ſought, but one only was crowned. Many run 
the race, zut ane only received the prize. This 


circumſtance is expreſsly noticed, 1, Cor. ix. 24. 


The ſwifteſt courſer, who firſt reached the goal, . 
was the only perſon who was entitled to * ho- 


nauors of the day, _ : 
But in that race, ts is fot before ws in, "the 


: . there is encouragement for. all to hope : 


| that they ſhall no run in pain, nor labour i in vain. 
The crown ſpoken. of in the text; is not the pe- 
culiar recompence of the chief of the 
(and bis benevolent heart rejoiced i inthe thought) 


nor will it be adjudged only to certain chriſtians- 5 


olf diſtinguiſhed eminence, of ſupetior zeal, pa- 
tienge, faith, and love, but to every one of 
Cukisr' $ faithful ſervants, who are here cha- 
racterized as thoſe that love his appearing. All. 
who believe the reality of that great event, who 


live in the chearful expectation of it, and who, 
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ity 8 repentance, faith and | holy obedience, | 
are prepared for the glorious. appearing of the Sa- 


betagte if, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, they who | 


viour, will be graciouſly noticed by him in the 


day of his final triumph. How full of comfort 
s this conſideration to chriſtians of all ranks, ſitu- 
| ations and capacities. And how ſhould it ani- 
4 mate us all to aim at c the fans This 
is the ; 


ft Refieftion hh 7 iel, in order 10 1 


9 the right improvement of the preſent ſubject. 


When a reward ſo great is ſet before you, can 


vou be indifferent about the obtainment of 0 1 
Tf to obtain the honors of conqueſt; procured 5 


ſuch vigorous exertions amongſt the ancient com- 


al goes... 


| "contended for the maſtery; were temperate in all 


_  things*, training themſelyes up by exerciſe and 


. diet; and all this Tor 4 corruptible crown, com- | 


poſed. of flowers or laurels, of ſilver or gold, 5 
oh! with what eagerneſs ought you and ; 
_ contend for that crown which is incorru 1+. 
If it had ſuch an aſtoniſhing effect on the minds 


f men to think of being celebrated in the ſongs - 
of their country; let us think what an honor it 
vill be to us to be introduced by the Sox of 
G0 to the company of millions of applaud- 
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darkneſs, to enter the liſts with his” enemies, 


and who came off conquerors, and more than 


conquerors! Oh, think what rapturous joys I 


flow round your hearts, whilſt he pronounces 
| theſe words, Well dme good wort nuvi 
enter into the joy of your Lord 1 But let none en 
pet the happineſs of which I have been treating 
but thoſe: ho poſſeſs the character deſcribe 
II we wiſh 20 ſhare in the glory of Cn 
appearing, let us now fight the good fight of faith, 
» ͤ ˙ 
. lien euere l. de a ef 6 ee 
 reſign-che glories of the „ for che funke 


hing enjoyments of the preſent world. 


If, indeed, the ſum total of workdly" happineſs 


vere to come into the | poſſeſſion of ont mam, 
:be. mould be a poor and wretched being, in com- 
Pariſon of him who has ſolid reaſon to hope for 

dhe ſmalleſt portion of that honor to which 1 
have been inviting you. If this were firm 
believed by us, hat un eſſect it would have 

upon us all, and uhat different perſons ſhould 

we bel No longer ſhould we be ſeen in the pur- 
ſuit of ſhadows, and deſpiſing the ſubſtance; no 
longer ſhould we exhauſt the ſtrength and fire of 
4. een eee ob- . 
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% OW eee of Meisen would be our 
3 principal aim, the practice of righteouſneſs our 
chief buſineſs, and the rvice * e our 
: Highet pleaſure. . k . 
ite: From the ſubject . 6 . 
4 | e e e ene gies 
1 difference between the ſtate of 
men in this world, and the future. This 8 
; ores eee Here 
they are appointec man 9 eee | 
EA vie ve 
they riſe to a ſtate of exalted honor. [The very 
men who here pronou * cheir life madneſs”, 
will hereafter declare themſelves to — 
2 eee, . tee 


1 How ſhould the eg of this 655 on- 
5 us to the death of our dear and pious friends! 
They need not our tears, but demand our con- 
gratulations. Their warfare is accompliſhe 
' their toils and dangers are all aver, and My 

have entered into the joy e their Lonbo. 
Though we cannot-but mourn the loſs of them, 
it TORT OE W them with Oe 
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Should you not cbink it of to diſtürb the e- 
poſe of the weary 1 compel him 65 
reſume yy on” "yi travel back Ng toilſome 
| path * i 
Can you find in Ne a to repine at * 
pad earned eaſe and honor of the poor ſoldier, 
when he gets back to his native land, after 
having paſſed the greater part of his life in fo- 
reign climes, expoſed to the dangers of many a 
| campaign ? Is there one here whole heart „ 
not bleed to ſee a poor mariner who Has long 
been toſſed on a boiſterous ocean, forced away 
from the friends for whom he had long been 
| fighing, on the inſtant of his arrival? Could 
bear to ſee him compelled to renew his 
— torn from thoſe objects on which his 
heart was ſet, in the very moment when he 
hought to enjoy them? How much mort crue 
would it be to wiſh for the return of our dear 
friends to their former conflicts, who are nor 
in poſſeſſion of their reward © Bleſſed are the 
| dead who tie in the Lord, for they Veſt from 
s their labors.” © 7 LE” us he. ag W 
5 W on their felicity. : 5 
I cannot ſuppoſe that 1 kills” 2 hearer to-day, 
* is not deeply affected with the event which 
has occaſioned our preſent meeting. But will 
any of you repine that your honored paſtor, who 
ſerved you with ſo much zeal, is entered into 
"IO? — on Your on account, * 


2 % 


* 


1 * 


nee on . ins are nos: 
bound to, rejoice. On ever ground ſubwiſſion | 

is ; a duty: and on ſome, even ban ſtfulneſs. 

« {till then, and know that the Load is Gop.” 

It is true that a veſſel, eminently. fitted for the 
maſter” ” uſe, is broken. But is it fit. that we 
ſhould ſay unto Go - what doeſt thou?? 
| Permit me to addreſs t myſelf to the ſurviving 
relatives « on this ſubject. I need dot ſay that we 

u fympathize very, mender with you. A huſpand 

d kind, and affectionate; a father ſo deeply 


Bhs | concerned for the advantage of his children ; 


| jon ſo chearful, entertaining and in- 

| alive; a counſellor ſo judicious ; a guide ſo 
Pill; is but rarely ſent into any family. The | 

| lofs of ſuch à one; therefor rievous. 
ut. let it ſuffice ye to know, that ** all this 
© cometh from the ORD of HosTs, who is ex- 
« cellent in counſel, and wonderful in working, 
Wee Gm" What appears to you 
| * rious in this very ſudden 


unexpected N 5 will be fully explained 
RET. In th& mean time let thoſe words 


_ ol the blefſed Gop be your ſupport ang-joy, 
_ ..: & Leave thy fatherleſs children with me, I will 
= « keep them, alive, and let War RW moe 

« in me.“ 

- 10 the j Whew - ſubmiſſion, Fe me e * 
hurt | tion eee 7 In- 


e, muſt be 


yſteri 


Z hun hos: eee eee An 
to continue his dear ſervant in this ſitua- 


tion. In the twentieth year of his age, the care 


| ot this church was committed to him, ever ſince 


vhich time, through the long period of fifty · four 
years, he has been laboring here in the word 
and doctrine. If you look at the ſeveral congre· 


gations diſperſed through the county, I believes 


it-will be found that there is not one whoſe pul- 


pit has not been repeatedly vacant in the ſane = 


term. Your ſiſter churches have been repeatedly 
called to mourn oyer their deceaſed paſtors, and 
over ſome of them in the very bloom of life. 'Be 
thankful, that though Gob has now extinguiſhed 


a burning and a foining be, 1 | 


ſo long o rejoice in bis light. 


ac 
1 5 rode, that divine providence gave ſo little inter- 
ruption to the miniſtry of your dear paſtor iby 
any affliftive diſpenſations. Such was the health 
he enjoyed, that during the ſpace of nine an | 


_ forty years, he was not prevented from the exer- 


ciſe of his miniftry every Lonp's: dh. At che 


end of that period a diſorder attacked him, 
| which occaſioned your doors to be ſhut one _ſab- 


bath ; but that was the only one through his- 
whole miniſtry. which found him incapable of 


| a Ranger is een 
„ | | { as 


wat 
. 


ſpace of almoſt half a cent: 


e 
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weeks, und months; but 73 


ry, continued w 


ur paſtor; by the 


interruption laboring among you, and his very 


ing under the infirmities of advanced age; but 


luſt ſabbath was ſpent in your ſerviee. Nor did 
be appear among you as a feeble old man, 1 


Vith a vigor of mind; and alivelineſs re ; 


but rarely _— in ao we: are in e at! ware | 


abies wt 


er un to ee a ano- 
4 ſburce of conſolation, when you teflect on 
that ſtrong mutual affection which ſubſiſted be- 
| tween you and him through all the years of his 
miniſtry. You have ſeen other churches divided, 
weakened, and almoſt ruined by the ſad preva- | 


e 


Jence of party differences; but in this village, 


: the Diſciples have ever been accuſtomed to live 
in love, and peace. Tour paſtor was dear to a 


you, and ye were dear to oem 5 55 W geg _ 


K knit together in love. 


* 


Tou are not ignorant that a buht of wen 


very ſuperior talents and learning, was abun- 


dantly qualified for a more conſpicuous ſituation 
in the church, and that propoſals were made to 


him of much greater temporal advantage than 
he could hope for here. But here he found har- 
mony, and love. Here he was connected with 
thoſe b wins my" in "OR far 


his- 


of the ulli. nf 


ſay unto you; Te are in our hearts to die and 
ec live with you.“ Whilſt I am ſpeaking of the 


IT 


the miniſtry; of your late paſtor, it is but juſt to 
ſay, that the annals of the church of Wattesfield 
furniſh⸗ no inſtance of the want of it. In the | 


ſpace of ga years: you havechad only two 


mony, would be, irapertinent, I cannot doubt 


but you will preſerye it, ſo long as you emem- 
ber (what I think muſt have made toe deep an 


5 impteſſion ever to be fo gotter ) the. laſt ſubje& on 
Which your deceaſed. miniſter addreſſed yau:: 
_ asif a ſecret intimation had been given him that 


he was ſpeaking to you for the. laſt time, he 
Woſe for. his ſubjeR ER: „ 180 Finally 5 


| * fo, liv in peace, 8 we the Gov. of Jove and 


2 peace ſhall be with you. , eee 
5 | Another conſideration greatly confolarary under 


laſt. If do ſome, Ge: gate which he a 


* 5 Cor, ai 1. | | 
came 


* 


e files cid e bs 


yhoſe connection with their people was mutually 
and uninterruptediy Happy: And from the ori- 
gin of your chorch in the reign of Charles the 
Id, it chas been under tha minitem of no ma | 

5 than three. 1 nts een e nd | 
As eee to preſerve your harr 


ere hom loſs, is the great uſefulneſs and ac- 
ceptableneſs which attended his miniſtry to the 


e ˙ es 16 EOF n ors, arts + 


aſter you all in the bowels of our L 


_ _ refed by the tears of paternal affection, und paß. 


0 bis real eee eee e ke anc: 


WER 8 oth his. exho 


ebe ras nd proper, — 


yet his heart was cheered at different periods of 


ib editor; ee ee dee - 


were following him tothe regions of joy. On chat 


the luſtre of his crown-may be-increaſed by the 
final ſalvation of many, who had not acknow- 


edged their obligations to his miniſtry, Of this 


Gn nar an pry. e 
A dütmgumhe 

friends, are the obligations which you owe to 
him. Recall his pious counſels and enhortations 
to your minds. Think how earneſtiy he longed 

ab Jus. 
Thitk: how he urged yen to remember your | 
Creator.” — Lack eee 


toral eedl, may long continue to ſpting and 


N and in the end produce a glorious harveſt! 


To conclude; 1 addreſt you all;/and fay, R- 
e be det bad be rule ober yen, and 


dos oben unte yen the werd Gon, whoſe faith 


Mallon, coyfidering abe -end of bit converſation ®. 
e Adee his 22 he on: Himſelf to 


Nee n he divi- | 


"ir ot © ; 2 : 
| * Hed. x xiii, 7 | | 
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Gods of orofefibre; and to conciliate the eſteem of 
all denomingtiongof chriſtians to ęach other. oof 
member the candor, the 'catholiciſm of his diſpo- 
ſition. His diligent improvement of his time, and 
his concern to, honor Cob! in, all things: and what- 
ever y hve ſeth and Khowh in vin i thetd' 
reſpects, that be it your care to imitate, that you - 
may at length,” with” | "Feceive _ immortal 
cromn. 1 
1 vill only add; chhi doe eb his be ie 
prive you 'of your much honored Paſtor, and 7M hg 
leave you as ſheep not having a-thepherd, ler it be 
your care to be. looking, unto him, who. given hie 
churches paſtors according to his own hearts hat vou 
may be ſupplied with one ho ball feed:yow eee 
knowledge, and with underftunding/ May's double 
portion of the Holy Spfrit be upon Wit? a0 ca 
all grace be made to abound toward: you, thiou ugh. 
the knowledge of Gb.“ And now, brethren, « oh 
commend you. to Goo). and, to Rs ward of his _ 3 
gtace, Which is able ta build you. up, And te * 
give you ag inheritance amongſt alt them w¾hROo 
are ſanctified. To him be glory in the chuck 
by Cusisr Jesus, We eee ages; wrd 


without end 1 n eee, ee 1 Grag 83 
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Tas 3 Reverend Thomas Renens was om e | the 
—— of parents who, manifeſted great care to 
train him up. in the knowledge and fear of God, and % 
improve thoſe diſtinguiſhed talents of which be gave very © 
| earſy'evidente.' And they ſoom hed the plans es fee 
their pains rewarded by his piety, diligence, and uncom- 


mon proſicieney in literature. The chriſtian miniſtry 


among the Proteſtant Diſſenters was the object of his own 
choice ; and though his friends were in a ſituation to pro- 
vide advantageouſly for him, could he have been prevailed 
upon to engage inthe manufacture of their city, be would | 
on no conſideration relinquiſh it. 

Having made conſiderable, progrefs in | grammat-learne | 
- ings be entered upon academical ſtudies under the direction 
with whom he con- 
tinged till his twentieth year. At that time the inde- 
pendent Church | in the village of Jattesfield being without 

a paſtor, Mr. Hariner was invited to | preach to them. 
The very great zeal and earneſtneſs of his preaching, 
NOIR and knowledge, which he diſ- . 
covered, (much beyond his years) induced them to give 
him not only an unanimous, but x moſt affectionate and 
Wee vin ee ee e oy a office 
__ pmong them, 
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5 5 27 nl | 
- The ande was „„ 2 perſon of his 
1 Pran to raiſe him do ſation, | 
FF of diftinguihed eminence among his brethren. But he 
| liſtened to the call of this ſociety, wiſely judging hat a. 
connection with ſuch a plain and ſerious people wou be 
particularly favourable to his own religious improvement. 


1 his favourite ſtu dies. 

Upon his ſettlement here, Mr. . doula 

i parton his time to the perfecting his knowledge: of the 

latin, Greek and Hebrew languages, in each of which he 

became a critic, He acquired likewiſe an :extenſive-and 

accurate knowledge of hiſtory both ancient and modern, 

and no inconſiderable (kill as an antiquarian. e . 2 

But the favourite object of his purſuit was oriental ſci- 
eee, which nue applied forthe illustration of the facred 

WVieritings. Obſerving a ſtriking conformity between the 

preſent euſtoms of the eaſtern nations, and thoſe of the 

aneients, as mentioned or alluded to in various paſliges - 

ol ſeripture, he conceived a deſign, at a very early period, 

eo making extracts of ſuch paſſuges in books of travels and 

voyages as appeared to him to furniſh a key to many parts 

ol holy writ; That he might avail himſelf of the aſſiſtance 

ol foreign publications of this kind, he applied to the fludy _ 

of the French ang e nin does he ſoon became per- 

. feAly acquainted. R e Res Wn e A 4 | 

An account of ſuch foreign ans Aber publications as 

1 7 5 ne had read and digeſted, with a view to his uſeſul deſign, 

is given by himſelf in the pre ſace s his - Obſervations on 

divers Paſſages of Scripture; A work: which he executed 

weiin great ldbour:a6d ee It was firſt publiſhed in 

8 one volume; octa do, amd met with a very favourable re- 
..ception, though jt (ulſered greatly from the inaccurate 
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and that ane ee . 


r — 
and in the year 1556 he publiſned u ſocond edition of t 
work in two pctavo volumes. The late learned Dr. Low 


Biſhop of London; much approved his undertaking, an 
_ . notronlythonoured) 'the:work'by-quotations-from it in his 


Tranſlatiom of the Prophecy of Hab but was pleaſed to 


cotrreſpond with the author on the ſubject of it. By the 


A ntereſt of this eminent and amiable prelate, Mr. Harmer 
th the manuſcript papers of the celebrated 


sir Pu Candle, which furiiſhed bim with-a variety of 


Wee. Warn; e ee 
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„ Aſtorithe appearance of this ſecond gdition Mr. Harmer 


ſtill continued indefatigable in further reſearches, till he 


collected materials for two additional volumes; the publi- 
_ | cation of which he compleated alittle before his death. 

N eee 
de publiſhed a very learned and ingenious pe 


en ub Book of Solomon's Sang ; the chief deſign of which, 


pleaſing light. He alſo; printed n Account of the. Fetuiſß 
Deen Fun 8 on the 
biueniant am preſent State of the Congregational, Churches f 
- Norfolk aud behalt. An Addreſs to theſe todo ave religiouſly 
diſpoſed, as a eee to church · fellouſhip, drawn up at 
che requeſt of the aſſociated miniſters of Norſolk and Suf- 
folk. Like wiſe two or three ſingle Sermons, of which 
one was preached on the Death of Mrs. Crabb, nn ie 
| gg ah his church W. Log? 27% 1 5 Is Tay: n 
eee knowledge procured * the eſteem and 
cquaintance of the learned of all denominations. And in 


e mother of te Rev, Me. a. Gab * been unaniedouly | 
nn . 
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| wich he · modeſily entitled, ies eee eee 7 
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nee men 1 0 eee * in the eſtabliſhed yp 
Church. For Mr. Harmer, though a zealous Difſenter, 


e man ef ſuch'candour and moderation, of fuch piety, | 


_ - ,, parable. 


learning, and affability, that he conciliated the eſteem and 
obtained the confidence of the worthieſt men of all parties. 
Baut ĩt is not eaſily oonceived how much regard was | 
to him by thoſe of his own denomination. In the coun- _ 
ties of Norfolk and Suffolk more eſpecially he obtained - 
peculiar reſpect and influence. Mr. Harmer was gene- 
rally conſidered as that perſon who was of all others beſt 
- qualified to adviſe his brethren, and the churches under their - 
- care," in caſes of weight and difficulty. In this reſpe& his 
-loſs is | maine bes _ TOY nen irre- 


Among his own HO he was dt laborious, Beſides 


- the ordinary ſervices of the Lord's day (for which to the © 


laſt he was indefatigable in his preparatory ſtudies) he took 
. great-pains in viſiting the fick, in catechizing the children, 
and inſtructing the youth of his flock, many of hom he | 


had the pleaſure of receiving into the communion of his | 


church. It was moreover his conſtatit praQtice to meet 


2 number of his congregation ih the veſtry every Toeſday | 
evening for prayer, when ke uſed to read a ſermon from 


| the French of Saurin, Maffillon, or ſome other favourite EE: 


author. He alſo preached two monthly Lectures in neigh- 
bouring villages, aa ws Fuqua dy ee | 
- eakonal ſeryices at a diſtance, _ | 
Tt may truly be ſaid of bim, that he was * in labours 
66 more abundant,” and his reward was great. Beloved 
by all, and uſeful to many, he paſſed his days in more 


«comfort and happineſs-than ty ode 75 
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"Flee, entia eee at e ee 
a conſiderable part of his public work) he diſplayed great 
Jearning, yet he was not content to leave the pulpit till be 
had addreſſed the hearts and conſciences of his hearers, 
jos Aber lainne 
N. with may TINS 
(concluding e fling. Having ex- 


benen ks deren, from the paſſage menionsd in the pre= 


ceding diſcourſe, to peace and unanimity, he concluded 
with theſe remarkable words : May an attention be paid 
« by you all to theſe ſolemn counſels, that when my eyes 


1 perous. * e 1 ͤ?W MK 4 125 we! 7 BEL N . (4002 7 
3 earneſt and frequent: prayer, that he mi 


r nor his utefunen 


among em. It is needleſs to en bis 


Pieench, CE eee care · of {an 
He paſſed the next day in, perfe health, and after. the 
devotions of his family retired to reſt. He ſlept well til! 
about four o'clock in the morning, and then awoke com- 
plaining of pain. . But before any aſſiſtance could be af- 
WT he expired, n or a ſigh. | Bly 
the. dead. who thus die in the Lord TE OT Bt 
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